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REFLECTIONSON TAKING THE MASTER CERTIFICATION TEST
by Macauley Lord

Last August in Montana, | was among the thirteen
people who took (and the eleven who passed) the first Mas-
ter Certification Test. That statistic makes it sound less
difficult than it was. | worked for years on my casting and
my teaching to be able to pass the test. But it was by study-
ing what and how the luminaries in our sport teach that |
really put myself in a position to be qualified as a Master
Casting Instructor. Some thoughts on the test and my prepa-
ration for it follow.

Asit should be, the Master Test is challenging. The
first requirement of the casting performance portion is that
you cast 90 feet. I'm not apowerful caster and for me, that
isaLONG cast. | needed to make sure that | could throw a
90' cast on demand, without warm-up. | got very helpful
advice from Governors Bruce Richards and Al Kyte: prac-
tice carrying thelongest line possiblein the air without shoot-
ing or hauling. This really makes you concentrate on get-
ting maximum efficiency in your rod stroke. Y ou can then
build on that, so that when you add hauling (the test re-
quires you to carry 70' of line in the air with hauling o.k.),
you are building on a solid foundation.

Other aspects that | had to practice diligently were
the 40' casts that called for placement of dlack in various
portions of the line/leader. | had seen Lefty Kreh do thisin
demonstrations before but it took me some practice before |
could do them consistently. Also, my left curve cast was
suspect and | struggled withiit. | found it much easier to do
as aleft-handed positive curve than as a right-handed nega-
tive curve, but the moral for me was that the practice was a
reward in and of itself. John Sherrill, who is also Master
Certified and is the new FFF Assistant Vice-President for
Casting, says with asmile, “1 don’t see how people can re-
sist spending an hour a day just casting." Preparing for the
test reminded me how much joy | find in simply making
that line sail off the rod tip.

The oral questions on the test are comprehensive, to
say the least. (Thereisno longer awritten portion.) Among
many other things,they require the candidate to really know
how to teach at all levels of casting proficiency. Y ou have

to know and clearly explain what the rod, hand and arm are
doing in different types of casts, including bad casts, and be
able to clearly explain this. It almost goes without saying
that the more you teach, the more you learn. By taking
every opportunity you can to teach novices and intermedi-
ate/advanced casters, you will hone your analytical skills
and learn better ways to communicate helpful information
to your students.

The watershed in my teaching career was my trip to
the 1993 Conclave in Livingston. There, | spent three days
observing and querying the deans of our profession as they
taught casting. (It was a specia pleasure to observe Jim
Green teach, as | had learned so much about casting from a
film he did years ago.) It was fascinating to observe the
variety of approaches and teaching techniques they used.
('l save the details for another article) What | found reas-
suring was the consistency of their results. As Al Kyte
said: “The rod must be loaded and unloaded—that’ s a mat-
ter of substance. How that’s achieved is a matter of style.”
These teachers were all taking their students down slightly
different paths; but they all converged at exactly the same
place.

That trip to the 1993 Conclave cemented my desireto
become the best casting instructor | could be. And al that |
learned there went into preparing for the Master Test. The
joy of thetest wasthat that the anticipation of it inspired me
to summarize in my head so much of what | had learned, to
practice it with a rod and to teach it to students. | highly
recommend the process, with al its preparation and intan-
gible rewards, to anyone who is considering it.
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It wes like a flash wat df in my heed Why hed the
dvios @ ocoured to me bdoe? The wo pine madns
thed govan the founddion of dillwater ad dream fishing
hed duded me dl thee yeas The maxims wae 0 snde
tha even the mogt novice of fly anges shoud be ale to
dsen thee bedcs of fish bdavior ad how they dredly
rdae to produdive aging Bu they hed duded nme

The ahe noming | wes on te besch & Rant o
Rort, a promotary juting ino noth Puipg Sound | wes
paning to take a dance & gdiing ino sdmon Lines o
ageas wae wp to the tops of thar chet wadas in an &
tamt to g8 & fa out ino the Sound as possble Buz
borb throves ad fly flinges dike wae medng Headen
cats which occesondly dengaoudy zinged pegt boats trall-
ing the dropoff sved hundred fegt off shore

A fev dgeded locking indvidids with undrung fly
rods wae nonddatly lotaing on the beech The allen
looks on the faoss of thee novitides indcaed they were
too embaressd to fih amog those with gedter physcd
dility ad loggandng aging epatse How ooudd they
comfatddy  jan the lineyp weaing hipwedas edading
aly to midthigh o with woduly inedequete caging abili-
ies? Not a dance in heaven dd thee pitifu indviduds
hae anop te fafigng acod o Amdd
Shwazeaes thoe oodrudion wokas  wagt  liftas
ad maahon rurmes braing te dgahs in frot o them

Og te yaas | hae dmval tis sare peomaa
on may dhe lkes pods beedes ad remvars The
fir madm popped iNo ny head like an eqodon

* fsh das mition themhe 2 let the fet
futte thn tle dwiue logs o by tle \ay bt fly
cHd.

In dtudions like the aother moming & PFoint no Fairnt
awy fish that is caught is purdy inddetd ad, by the way,
a vay dumb fish & thet.

If this was true for dill waters then wha about rivers
ad deems? The qedtion wes & dbios & the asna.
Hov may hudeks o timess hae | s fly ades linng
Rog Soud ad coedd rives pailody wadng & dep
& caadng waes wodd dlow, then caling to podes
ned to the fa bak?

The ise is anpicaed when ageas ae lined wp
dog bah dds o a rive. Whdh bak is the fa bak?
Thet is a mdter of pagetive and dgoads on the dde o
the river you ae on | oce remarbe lodking dowmn a river
whae ages lined bah baks Numeas fly linss wee
puled taught aooss the river like tdephone lines They were
dl hooked togeher in the cate by flies from opposing
ageas on opposte Sdes of the river. Like & Pant no Poirt,
a oontingat o noviides wae petietly dosaving from the
barks dloning the moe conpdat to brae the dgahs

The sod madm popad o ny hed een fae
then the first.

* ksh dwms prtion tleves dog the fa bk o
ay na, dran o aek

Fom the number d agdes | hae s bdaing in
this way, it is a wonder tha | have not heretofore identified
ths mot covatiod o  fiing  wisdom

Condde this thougt. “Having <0 litle time we think
we me fish the bet locking s whee eayoe de
fides becaue they mgt be good o o oe d wadd fish
themThis is fde reesning becase we ae rdying on pre
cdats eddlished by ey fihing ad in mot cesss by
ages who hae fdloved the etddihed rdes raha then
te ddaes o tar omm mends” FHom Tt by Ry
Bergman.

This hings me to soud abice far bah aging ad
life in generd.

* \&b a little ddloe, &t a little dote, ad pee
b m g m the fish

This lag thought is a product of a hdf century of cadt-
ing a fly.
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FROM THE EDI TOR
Macauley Lord

Believe it or not, this marks the first edition of the
Tailing Loop to be edited by a Certified Casting Instructor.
To date, the entire publication (with the exception of the
first issue) has sprung from the labor of Evelyn Taylor, at
the FFF home office in Bozeman. She will continue to de-
sign and lay out each edition but she will now have a
flycasting type, me, to bear the editorial load for her. Thank
you, Evelyn, for continuing a job well done.

Some biographical data—My wife and | live in
Brunswick, Maine, near some of the finest smallmouth bass
and striped bass fishing on the continent. 1I’ve taught at the
L. L. Bean Fly Fishing Schools as a core instructor since
1986 and was recently named Head Casting I nstructor there.
After being Master Certified at last August’s Conclave, |
was named to the Board of Governorsfor Casting Certifica-
tion. Asdo the other Governors, | have along-standing pas-
sion for teaching the essence and beauty of flycasting.

My personal approach to casting instruction is that,
just as my students and | can always become better casters,
| can always become a better casting instructor. | do that by
practicing and teaching, by listening to the new ideas that
come from my fellow L. L. Bean instructors, and by study-
ing what the other Master instructors and Governors teach.
| don't have all the right answers; I'm just trying to ask all
the right questions. As aways, we welcome your articles,
letters and constructive comments.

Please send regular mail to:

FFF Casting Instructor Certification Program
P.O. Box 1595
Bozeman, MT 59771
or email 74504.2605@compuserve.com

Also, feel free to e-mail
macauley @mainelink.net

me directly at:

NEW ASS| STANT VP CF CASTI NG

John Sherrill (Jack) is a native of Louisville, Ken-
tucky, a graduate of the University of Michigan, and is a
licensed real estate broker. He currently lives in Arizona
and plans to move to Colorado in the near future. Jack is
now retired and spends his time creating bronze sculptures
of wildlife and fly fishing. He is a Master Certified casting
instructor and is looking forward to working with the cast-
ing program.

Ed. The Assistant VP of Casting is responsible for:

- Chairing the Executive Committee Casting of the BOG
- Operating the established program

- Insuring that FFF policies are followed

- Directing media relations for the program

- Directing assigned paid staff

BOARD OF GOVERNORS | S EXPANDED

The FFF is pleased to announce the appointment of 10 new
members to the Board of Governors. These new appoint-
ments will help make the Casting Instructor Certification
Program more accessibleto the public. Followingisacom-

plete list of the Board of Governors:

* new members

Barry Beck
Pennsylvania
(717) 925-2392

Gary Borger
Wisconsin
(715) 842-4806

Al Buhr
Oregon
(503) 393-6965

Jon Cave *
Florida
(407) 349-2614

Leon Chandler
New York
(607) 756-2851

Dave Engerbretson
Idaho
(208) 882-1687

Chico Fernandez
Florida
(305) 596-4481

Dale Fulton *
Arkansas
(501) 425-0447

Bill Gammel *
Texas
(713) 424-8638

John Gayewski *
New Jersey
(908) 382-0548

Jim Green
Washingston
(509) 243-1105

Bob Jacklin *
Montana
(406) 646-7336

Tom Jindra*
Louisiana
(504) 392-7511

Mel Krieger
California
(415) 752-0192

Al Kyte
California
(510) 631-0419

Macauley Lord *
Maine
(207) 729-3737

Denise Maxwell *
British Columbia
(604) 945-9002

Steve Rgjeff
Washington
(206) 598-3502

Bruce Richards
Michigan
(517) 835-2048

Allan Rohrer
California
(714) 756-9286

Barbara Rohrer
California
(714) 756-9286

Lou Tabory
Connecticut
(203) 798-8052

Doug Swisher
Montana (July-Oct)
(406) 961-4416

Doug Swisher
Florida (Nov-June)
(813) 793-7438

John Van Dalen*
Michigan
(517) 631-6873

Rod Walinchus *
Montana
(406) 222-8054
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| hawit fogiten an alit Suvhy <hod cles
watyfive yeas agp whae we wee dsusing te bdar
ios o the flover chlden ad deages in the duch A
middeaged, gaadly uwdigt lady dcdled far  modaaion
in dl tings In reposs a middeaged men, with a geam
in hs efe ad a digt gmle ddaed, “Bu you can hae
to meh o that too.” | had to diflemy lagie.

| wite ths to modfy Bdb Kroms agpraeh in ‘@n
mn Sre Hy Cang in the \viter '9%6 THling Lo
Its bed Yy too meh nolFdion | an cooard tat
we & indndos dodd teech cading tedniques which ae
gadfic to the ddances bang cad. Mr. Krumm tok o hext
his fahe’s alvice that the pasnwho can g D fet &
arady will “outfih thoe guys cading 60 fe or more” |
can asre you thet if you oy cad 0 fed, no mate how
awrady yau cn fich dogdde me fa days ad prdady
never g a diike | fish Pugg Soud for seaun cuthroat
ad oo ad the rives for dedheed Bven fiing our loa-
land lekes for ranbow often requires cads of 50 fet o more

The pant here is thd we shoud nat asume dl of or
dudats cading will be dore on grdl trout dreams If we
tech a dort cading arc (‘dop yar pver at 11:00 ockek),
we doud qadify ths immedady by sying te we ae

Fagdn d Fy Fees

@tirg Irgndo @tifiction
FO B Bb
Bea N 27l

8BE
Mdagin

Br

teaching the badc cading droke thet it is good for short to
medum cats ad that we will modfy it for longe ddances
| thnk that mary indrudors do not meke this dear ealy
o Likenvie with te daamat “nmoe powver dodd go ino
te beckcagt then the foecest” Ths wait wak in my fidr
ing, nor that of may flyfisheas

| deaved an ilrudar emphesze cading a vay shat
line with split shat, “because the fish are right there’, indi-
ating about 20 feat. ¥ in nynyphing te drears he fishes
tey ae Bu he ddit exgan that limitation. In grdl
dream gtudtions where ddicacy is required, the ot ling
dut cading ac ad weker foecst ae cdled fo. Bu
let's qudify that with or sudats whonay fish other places
If 1 go ot ad “think thity fes” and “think short” per the
Common Sae atide | will be gong out with a redpe for
ades suks Ovaenpesang dot cn be & bad @
ove-amesary log

Bl In farnes Bob Krummis atide induded this
quifie: "Doit gd¢ ne wayg tee ae fly fiding
staias whee long cads are a necesty, bu nog o
the tme long casts are Mt neessary!
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